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Rationale:
When creating a classroom arrangement actually in your own classroom, it’s hard to get everything that you want.  Sometimes you don’t have access to a computer, sometimes there isn’t enough space, sometimes there’s no room for storage.  Fortunately for us, when you create a classroom in a word document it’s very easy to have all of the things you want.  Above is my ‘dream classroom’ arrangement, and in my classroom instead of having individual desks I decided to put large work tables.  I did this because I feel that this creates a better community atmosphere and encourages group work.  I chose to put these tables in the middle of the classroom because they take up the most space, and because this will be the students main work area.  I didn’t feel the need to give the students desks because things that the student does not need for the class period with be kept outside of the classroom in their lockers.  

Similarly to this notion of building community, I feel that the placement of the teacher’s desk in a way sets the tone for the classroom for the whole year.  If you put your desk at the front of the classroom you are asserting the fact that you are the leader of the class and that you’re an authority figure, this is not a bad thing but can be done inappropriately.  Likewise, if you put the teacher’s desk too out of the way it becomes a submissive thing and the students see you more as one of them and a friend than as a teacher and management has more of a chance of becoming a problem.  I think that putting the desk at the front of the class is better than at the back or immersed in with the desks, but I also don’t want to make it seem too daunting, so I put my desk at the front but off to the side.  This way it’s approachable but also authoritative.  The other reason that I put my desk here is because of the outlet.  I will have my computer with me, either provided by the school or my laptop or both everyday of the school year and I will need to be able to plug those things in.  Yet another reason that I placed my desk here is because one of the book shelves will be used as a ‘restricted’ classroom library.  This library will be one that can only be used by ‘exceptional students’ i.e. students that turn in homework on time, always silent and ready, respectful so on and so forth.  Using books as a reward is a great way to encourage good reading habits in students.

Moving on to the round table that I put in the front of the room, I wanted an extra work table in the room aside from the students work tables for a place that I could sit with students to help them should they need it.  Or this table could be used by the students during writing workshops or the learning centers time.  I also wanted this table near an outlet in case the students needed to use my laptop to work on a project or to play a game I have set up or to study with group members, any number of activities.  This table can also be used as a silent study area that the students can use, that will tell their classmates “don’t bother me” when I sit here.  This table is good at the front of the class because it’s within proximity to the teacher’s desk to make sure that whoever is working there is on task, or others will not disturb those who do not want to be disturbed.

The next thing of great importance I would like to talk about is the placement of the classroom computer.  I placed it in the back of the classroom and in a corner because there is an outlet there, but not only that it’s out of the way and shouldn’t be a distraction while instruction is going on.  Having a computer in the classroom is a great asset, I can load things onto the computer for the students to complete, I can put games on it that the kids can play if they finish their work, the computer can have a hotlink to lead them to the Library website so they can look up books from the classroom.  Having it in the corner and out of the way in the classroom also makes this a “don’t bother me” zone.  If a student is allowed to be on the computer then it’s their computer for the 10 or 15 minutes that they are using it.  It’s a privilege to use the computer, and I think that the placement of it helps to confirm this fact, because not everyone gets to go to the computer corner and use the computer.

Next to the computer and I placed a carpet.  I think a carpet in an elementary classroom is a necessity.  This carpet is like a reading haven, or a place to conduct a lesson.  This carpet could be used for a rainy day when the kids have to play inside, or it could be a place to work with your group when we have things to get done.  Having a carpet in the classroom is not only great for kids to use on their own time, but it’s great for whole class work as well.  I placed it at the back of the class because this was where there was the most space, but also because there is a white board at the back of the class which would be helpful for lessons, but not only for lessons, it could also be a tool that the students could use to work through projects, problems, or to list out ideas they have about something.  I placed the flag in the back of the room by the flag because this is where I placed the carpet, the hope would be that we would begin each day at the carpet and so we would be saying our class pledge or pledge of allegiance from the carpet, so I thought it better to have the flag in proximity.  


The last thing I want to mention is where I placed the pencil sharpener.  All sharpening is to be done before class starts every day, along with water bottle filling, washing hands, using the restroom, cleaning off tables and everything else.  This is why I put the pencil sharpener hear by the door at the sink, because it’s right where everything else is that they are accomplishing before class starts, so there is no “I forgot” once class time begins and they have to sharpen their pencils.  Everything placed in the classroom is placed there for a reason, and for me it’s also placed there because of helping with classroom management, i.e. proximity.
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