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Language Arts

· What is it: The Key Questions Chart
· How it works: Students read a story and the chart helps students pick out the characters, setting, plot, theme, and other aspects.
· For whom it might be appropriate: 1-5
· Online resources for strategy:
· http://www.enchantedlearning.com/graphicorganizers/storymap/
· http://www.enchantedlearning.com/graphicorganizers/5ws/
· Your evaluation of the practicality of the strategy: I think that this strategy chart is very practical for students to use. Depending on the grade level, this chart can be changed to be either simpler or more complex. I also think this chart would work well for the grades given because it’s very straight forward and students can become familiar with these charts that it will make it easier for them to write up book reports as they get older.
· Content area: Language Arts

· Standard: 
· 1.B.1b  Identify genres (forms and purposes) of fiction, nonfiction, poetry and electronic literary forms.

· 1.B.1c  Continuously check and clarify for understanding (e.g., reread, read ahead, use visual and context clues, ask questions, retell, use meaningful substitutions).

· 1.C.1b  Identify important themes and topics.

· 1.C.1d  Summarize content of reading material using text organization (e.g., story, sequence).

· 1.C.1f  Use information presented in simple tables, maps and charts to form an interpretation.

· Grade Level: 1-2

· Learning objectives for the activity or lesson: For every story that is read in class, students will fill out the following chart that asks “Who” “What” “Where” “When” and “How”
· The activity or lesson for a student with a learning difficulty within a classroom: The student with a learning difficulty will do the same activity as the others except he will first start with a simpler way of filling this chart out by having pre-made cut outs for the student to place in each spot. As he or she continues to get better at these, the teacher can and should begin to have this student write his or her own answers and then compare the answers with others.
· Rationale: why did you choose this strategy to help your student? I chose this strategy as a way for all the students to have the same activity as the student. This activity allows the student to first gain comprehension on the different concepts of stories and then eventually he or she can write down his or her own answers in the given chart. 
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Graphic Organizers

· What is it: Graphic organizers are diagrammatic illustrations used to organize and highlight key content information and/or vocabulary (Lovitt, 1994). Words and/or phrases are used to connect the content information in a meaningful way to help students gain a clearer understanding of the material (Fountas & Pinnell, 2001, as cited in Baxendrall, 2003).
· How it works: Students use the Graphic Organizers to split up word problems into more understandable problems by placing words in the problem with their understood mathematical reasoning.
· For whom might it be appropriate: Any age

· Online Resources: 

· http://www.sw-georgia.resa.k12.ga.us/GO%204-8/4-8%20GO.htm
· http://www.enchantedlearning.com/graphicorganizers/math/
· Evaluation of Practicality: The use of graphic organizers is extremely practical in nearly every classroom setting, and not just for struggling students.  Graphic organizers can be used at nearly every age level.

· Content Area: Mathematics

· Grade level: 4-5

· Standards: There are no clear cut standards that demand that students understand the similarities and differences between the types of numbers that we use to compute equations and solve problems.  
· Learning Objectives: Students will be able to create a hierarchical graphic organizer for the different types of numbers (Counting, Positive, Whole, etc.)
· Activity for the student with learning difficulties: The students with learning difficulties will still do the graphic organizer, but they will probably be given a readymade organizer so all they would have to accomplish is filling out the organizer with the help of a more adept student.  
· Rationale: The reason for using this strategy above any of the others is because using the graphic organizers is more effective at helping students to connect similar ideas.  There are hundreds probably thousands of different ways to create graphic organizers and they can be used for every type of learning style or ability.  Their use is immense and their practicality in the classroom is great.  Also, because there are no standards that demand a student’s basic understanding of how the number types relate to one another, the use of this type of strategy is very useful for helping students to gain this understanding, which will then help them in other areas of mathematics.
Reference Section: 

http://www.rhlschool.com/reading.htm
http://reading.uoregon.edu/comp/
http://www.readingrockets.org/helping/target/comprehension
http://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=1rmQS0XVff8C&oi=fnd&pg=PA275&dq=benefits+of+Reading+charts&ots=ctxsC2LiSa&sig=LvXXDUgY4wfGNrTwMK2reTN01Yo#PPA280,M1 

http://www.k8accesscenter.org/training_resources/mathgraphicorganizers.asp
http://eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/custom/portlets/recordDetails/detailmini.jsp?_nfpb=true&_&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=EJ492822&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=no&accno=EJ492822
http://www.questia.com/googleScholar.qst;jsessionid=JjwBspXYQhN5jy7gbD5Lmqv6QQzGlXD2HNQrqqJnvqf8ypG9mNn2!-376831991!7063501?docId=5001358519
Our Student: 

Firstly our student doesn’t have a lot of trouble reading, but their comprehension isn’t up to speed.  They can read books that are at a 3rd grade level, but whether or not they understood what they read is something completely different.  Because of this, they are having a few difficulties in mathematics.  When they have to read the word problems and then solve, they have difficulty understanding exactly what operations they need to use or what number they need for operators because their comprehension in poor.  
